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Use “a” when the noun is general or
mentioned for the first time.

Use “the” when the noun is specific,
known, or previously mentioned.
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He had wings like a butterfly.
(Any butterfly. No specific one is known.)
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Applied to the question:

One had wings like a butterfly, and another had
legs like a pony.
(No particular butterfly or pony is identified.)

The children saw a pony in the enclosure.
The pony was small but strong.
(The pony is now known and specific.)
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Important Exceplions
Students Must Know

Exception 1:

“The” is used for unique or universally known things.
We use “the” even if it is mentioned for the first time.
Examples:

+ the sun

+ the moon

« the Earth

* the principal (when there is only one in the school)
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Exception 2:

The” is used when context makes the noun obvious.
Even without prior mention, “the” is used if everyone
knows which one is meant.

Examples:
» Please close the door. (the door in the room) ‘
+ She went to the canteen. (the school canteen)

Exception 3:
Comparisons sometimes allow “the” if a

specific reference exists.

Example:

He had wings like the butterfly we saw yesterday.
(The butterfly is clearly identified.)




Viritgrs“
Studio

Gramwmar Tip

If the reader can point to which exact one, use “the”.
If the reader cannot, use “a”.

This rule holds in grammar MCQ, cloze,
and composition.




